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STEPPED-UP_PRODUCTION OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
DOES NOT MEET SOVIET BUILDING DEMANDS

PLANTS, RESEARCH INSTITUTES CRITICIZED -- Moscow, Pravda, 8 Apr 53

In the Fifth Five-Year Plan, the manufacture of basic construction mate-
rizls in “the USSR will be at least doubled. However » expansion of the produc-
tion of new materials is still behind building demands. There 1s very little
variety of products; those available are of poor quality, and their costs are
enormous .

Enterprises subordinate to the Ministry of Construction Materials Industry !
USSR, in particular, for the most part are producing brick which is neither
highly durable nor frostproof. Large-scale linoleum production is still not
organized. Furthermore, the ministry's enterprises are not yet prepared to man-
ufacture sectional reinforced concrete products on a mass-production basis.

The building organizations are making very little use of wooden cemented
structures, asbestos cement slabs for the roofs of industrial buildings, and .
iron of various shapes in reinforced concrete products. ' . g

There are also many serious shortcomings in scientific research. Many
significant questions pertaining to organization and expansion of the production
of new building materials are being resolved very slowly.

Research on expanding the use of ground unslaked lime is being carried out
very slowly. The Scientific Research Institute for Construction Ceramics has
neither completed its research nor developed eny actual method for the manufac-
ture of lightweight brick and hollow ceramic blocks from local clay. The Sci-
entific Research Institute for Gypsum Products has not even been holding any
meetings to develop the technology for the menufacture of a higher-grade gypsum
wallboard. Instead some research institutes have been carrying out research on
nonurgent subjects.
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The reagon for the inactivity of some institutes is that a number of the
ministries and departments to which the institutes are subordinate have been
directing the operations of the institutes very poorly; they have not been eval-
uating their importance nor aiding them in their operations. For example, the
"FlIzhelezobeton" (Scientific Research Institute for Reinforced Concrete) and
"FIIgornerud" (Scientific Research Institute for the Mining of Nonmetellic Min-

" erals), both organized within the Ministry of Construction Materials Industry
USSR in 1951, are still enjJoying a "period of organization."

LATVIAN BUYLDERS FEEL STONE, GRAVEL SHORTAGE -- Riga, Sovetskaya Latviya,
21 Apr 53

In line with the production increases to be made in the Fifth Five-Year
Plan by the USSR construction mterials industry, Latvia expects to expand its
production of brick 3.2 times, tile 6 times, lime and sewer pipers 2 times, and
slate and tar roofing paper 1.5 times.

During the period 1949 - 1952 the republic's construction materials indus-
try received more than 10 million rubles' worth of new equipment. The industry
has received tens of excavators and trucks, hundred of carts, many loading ma-
chines, scrapers, bulldozers, auto cranes, swinging power shovels, and both
steam and electric locomotives.

The extraction of clay is now mechanized 95 percent, stripping work 93 per-
cent, and interplant hauling of raw materials and semifinished products 72 per-
cent.

In 1950, the Ministry of Construction Materials Industry Iatvian SSR turned
- over to industrial combines, industrial cooperatives, and other organizations a
number of its small brick and lime plants. However, & majority of these enter-
prises have not been working at full capecity.

The republic's building and planning organizations have been indifferent
toward the use of "rigips,” a new-type dry plaster building material, and as a
result it is hardly used in latvia, although it is used by builders in other
USSR republies. Gypsum blocks, which are manufactured by the Salaspils Gypsum
Plant and are used to a great extent in the building projects of Leningrad and
the Moldavian SSR, are not used by Latvian builders either.

Lately, Latvian building organizations have been feeling the shortage of
rubblestone and gravel. Although considerable deposits of these materials are
found in the republic, the Ministry of Construction Materiels Industry Latvian
SSR has so far shown very little concern for extracting these materials.

RIGA ENTERPRISES MAKE PLEDGES FOR 1953 -- Riga, Sovetskaya Latviya, 18 Apr 53 TN

Construction materials enterprises of Rigs have pledged to fulfill their
1953 quotas ahead of schedule and to produce 40,000 square meters of window
glass, 250,000 square meters of soft roofing material, 4OC,000 square meters
of dry plasterboard, 700,000 pieces of thin slate slabs, and 250 tons of sewer
pipes.

The enterprises also pledged to increase their labor productivity 2 percent
shove that called for in the plan, and to put into use 1,950 square meters of
1living quarters.
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SPARE PARTS SHORTAGE HAMPERS MOLDAVIAN PLANTS -- Kishinev, Sovetskaya Molda-
viya,-19 Apr. 53

In 1953, the Moldavian SSR is increasing its building program considerably
over 1952, and building projects will need almost 32 percent more materials than
1~ 1952, The production of brick and the extraction of stone will be expanded
38 percent, and tile production will be 1.5 times greater than in 1952. Ceramic:
Plpe output hae already reached a level more then double that of 1952. In the
first quarter 1953, considerably more building materials were extracted and man-
ufacture than in the same period in 1952.

Despite this, a majority of the construction materials plants failed to
fulfill their first-quarter quotas. The Mateytsy Lime Plant, Bychkovo Shell
Rock Development, and the Tiraspol' and Kishinev No 3 brick plants failed to
supply the republic with more than 1.5million rubles' worth of building mate-
rials in this period. At a number of enterprises, the power plants and equip- i
ment have been i1dle because of a shortage of spare parts.

In 1953, advanced technology is being introduced in the construction ma-
, terials industry. The quarries will have 1.5 times as many excavators and
stone-cutting machines working in their quarries as in 1952, Tile production
will be mechanized completely and the forming of the brick will be mechanized
98 percent.

Nevertheless, in many enterprises, especially the Tiraspol' and the
Kishinev No 2 brick plants, and the Bychkovo Shell Rock Development, highly
productive technology 18 not being utilized to fullest capacity. In these
enterprises, machinery is idle for considerasble periods. °
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